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While I have the floor, Mr. Chairman, I should like 
to call the attention of the House to the progress already- 
made toward the peaceful settlement of international 
disputes by the substitution of judicial decisions for 
war. As will be remembered, the second Hague Con- 
ference, while assenting to the creation of a permanent 
court of arbitral justice, had failed to agree on a method 
of appointing the permanent judges. At the same time, 
the governments had unanimously agreed on an Interna- 
tional Prize Court. While the powers had promised to 
give their immediate further attention to the appoint- 
ment of the permanent judges, nothing was done by 
them for several years, and it seemed as if a deadlock 
had been reached. Then it was that Secretary Knox, 
with the advice and consent of President Taft, sent his 
circular note to the powers proposing that the contem- 
plated Prize Court should be invested with jurisdiction 
as a court of arbitral justice, and that the same judges 
should sit as members of both courts. It was an inspi- 
ration, and the plan appeared so eminently practical 
that its approval by the powers is now only a question 
of time. It will mark the actual establishment of a 
supreme court of the world, and therefore the realiza- 
tion of Secretary Knox's plan must justly be recognized 
as a new and distinct triumph of American statesman- 
ship, an achievement which will redound to the ever- 
lasting credit of the present administration and to the 
glory of this republic. [Loud applause.] 



National Defense.* 

BY EOBEET P. HOETON, M. A., D. D. 

( Concluded from last month.) 
I was reading the other day the speeches that John 
Bright delivered in the House of Commons when 
he stood a solitary and heroic figure in protest against 
the Crimean War, and now is the time when we all 
ought to read those speeches, when we are enjoying 
peace, or such a peace as is possible under modern con- 
ditions. Every man in England should read the great 
utterances of that noble English spirit, standing alone 
against the tumult and the passion of his time. I 
would entreat you to read those speeches. Look at 
that great Crimean War in the light of results. The 
country was never more convinced of the right of its 
cause, and the justice of war, than in that Crimean cam- 
paign. Look at the result. After spending £100,000,000 
we accomplished what ? We did not keep Russia out of 
the Mediterranean. We accomplished one thing only, 
the thing which the soldiers on the field dreaded above 
everything. You will find Mr. Bright referring to let- 
ters from officers on the field humbly hoping and pray- 
ing that they were not fighting to maintain the Turkish 
despotism. But the one thing the war accomplished 
was the prolongation of the Turkish despotism. By 
spending £100,000,000 of our treasure we secured thirty 
years of Abdul Hamid in Turkey. What an extraor- 
dinary result! No one can point to any national gain, 
to any good result for man, here or elsewhere : to that 
bad result alone can we point in looking back. 

I was even more struck the other day in looking at the ac- 
count of our campaign in Abyssinia. You may remember 

* This sermon is published as a pamphlet by Headley Bros., 12 Bishops- 
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that an obscure African Prince, Theodore of Abyssinia, 
imprisoned our consul and two missionaries, and when 
protest after protest had been delivered, this method was 
adopted for securing the liberation of those three men : 
an expeditionary force was sent to the capital of Abys- 
sinia, Magdala. That expedition was carried out with 
perfect effect. King Theodore committed suicide, and 
the three persons were released. Then came the bill, 
and it had cost us £9,000,000 to accomplish that little 
bit. No one can deny that the object was good, but 
what sane man can affirm that the cost was justified? 
It is always easy to imagine great and worthy objects 
for which men might pour out their lives and spend their 
treasure. We can imagine a great country fighting even 
in its own borders to secure the liberty of slaves. We 
can conceive a great country fighting in the defense of 
its shores. It is always possible to conceive great objects 
for war and noble deeds done in pursuit of those objects, 
but fate is curiously unkind to this country. She forces 
us to spend our lives and our money, and to leave our- 
selves hampered in every attempt at social reform and 
betterment at home, in order to fight out issues which 
are confused and unreal, and to secure objects which are 
of the least conceivable value to the country itself and 
the world at large. We are puzzled to point within the 
last hundred years to any object gained by war which 
might not have been gained by other methods more 
effectually, and with better results for the future. 

The question, however, is whether the method of na- 
tional defense is right or reasonable, and whether there 
is not some other method of defense to which a nation 
like ours should begin to look. We have had lately an 
extraordinary effusion from our poet of the empire about 
what he calls the " City of Brass." That poem is worth 
studying, because it shows the inwardness and the tem- 
per of this spirit to which I refer. We find this poet 
fiercely prophesying the decline, and practically the ex- 
tinction, of the country to which he belongs. He already 
sees the day of England over, and when you try to 
examine his lines, and to find modern ground on which 
he predicts this disaster, — though it is a little difficult to 
follow, — it appears that his conjecture is that we possess 
those very qualities which hitherto have been considered 
to constitute the greatness of England : that we possess 
a curious love of personal liberty, that we have a kind 
of spirit of toleration for other men, that we have a gen- 
uine desire to share our privileges with others. Those 
are the marks of decadence, according to our poet, the 
particular things which he thinks have sealed our doom ; 
and that we have entered upon a process of disarma- 
ment — when we are spending sixty-two millions a year 
upon our armaments ! And his objection, apparently, 
to the present situation is that we have been trying to 
help the unemployed, who ought apparently to be left 
to themselves, and particularly that the method is adopted 
of raising the money from the wealthy of the country 
rather than from the industrious. These are the objec- 
tions, on the ground of which he prophesies the ruin of 
our country. We do not see any reference to the prin- 
ciple that once we learned from him, " Should not a people 
seek unto their Cod?" He does not seem to imply 
that the country is wanting in that respect. The writer 
of " Lest we forget " has himself forgotten. 

But if I may put aside this singular outbreak, I would 
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venture to insist upon the truth that he once taught us him- 
self, " And the only method of national defense is that the 
people should seek unto their God." A supreme and 
fearless trust in God has been, and always will be, the 
only defense of a great nation. With our Bible before 
us — the secret of England's greatness — we, at least, 
ought to have no difficulty in seeing where we have gone 
wrong, and how we should get right. We can see in 
this Book, at any rate, that the world is in the hands of 
God. He holds the nations, and the nation that forgets 
God is in the way of destruction, and the way of salvation 
is to seek unto their God. We can surely see that if the 
world is ever to advance beyond the present miserable 
condition of armed peace, which is as bad as war — if 
ever we are to reach that unity of nations and the love 
of humanity which the Bible foretells, some nation must 
be heroic, and act upon the mighty principle that the 
Bible teaches. It may be that that nation will suffer 
martyrdom, it may be that it will be blotted out as a result 
of its trust in God. The Son of God died in order to 
save men, and a nation may have to perish in order to 
save the nations. The day must come when some nation 
full of the Spirit of God will dare to act upon the prin- 
ciples that God has taught us, will dare to trust Him, and 
in the face of all hostile forces will hold the Spirit of 
Christ as the only security for the safety of a nation. It 
must be some nation which shall do it some day. If a 
country ever dared to do it, to obey God rather than 
man, to trust the Spirit rather than the flesh, to take the 
principles of Christ as the serious interpretation of human 
life — if a nation dared to do that, what would happen ? 
All the fears of that nation would die away, and the other 
nations, with an infinite relief, would find that their fears 
were vanishing too. 

Here is a fact — a thing which really happened. A 
missionary was translating the Sermon on the Mount, 
and he came to the verse, " Let him that takes thy coat 
take thy cloak also." He hesitated to translate it, 
for his people were all thieves. After a night of prayer 
he returned to translate it and to teach it. The people 
did what he feared. They entered his house and car- 
ried off everything, even the necessaries of life ; but he, 
full of the spirit of the Gospel, endured and made no 
remonstrance. And then the people repented. In the 
darkness of the night he heard talking about his house ; 
he heard the chief recalling to the people the many kind- 
nesses the missionary had done, and they brought every- 
thing back again, and told him they would gladly know 
more of the God who had led him to act so. That mis- 
sionary declared nothing ever strengthened his people's 
faith in him or his trust in God like that literal obedi- 
ence to the teaching of Jesus. The truth is, however 
we forget it, Jesus understood the principles of humanity 
as we do not. He knew that when men arm and threaten 
they also provoke. He knew that when they prepare to 
defend themselves they encourage the attack. He knew 
that the sight of people quiet and confident in God 
disarms hostility and reduces the forces that are mar- 
shaled against them. Livingstone went unarmed through 
Africa, and he was never assailed or injured except 
once when he was traveling with a missionary party of 
another kind, which unhappily was armed. Stanley 
went through Africa armed, and he had to fight his way 
and mark it by the blood of those whom he slew. W e 



forget — we are always forgetting — what Jesus knew 
and knows. The human heart is a curious mystery. It 
is sometimes quarrelsome and combative, but in it, even 
in the worst, there is a point of sensitiveness of conscience, 
of tenderness, which is almost unimaginable. When the 
challenge to fight is given, one side of the man opens 
and arises and fights; when a challenge of peace and 
love is given, the holier side of the man arises and 
responds. We are all alike ; all nations are the same. 
The marshaled forces provoke us to marshal ours and 
to seek the quarrel for which we are prepared. The 
quiet confidence of men who trust in God inclines us 
to trust in Him too, and peace follows on our faith, and 
quietness and confidence are our strength. 

Now, I shall be asked — it is inevitable: Then do 
you advocate the reduction or the surrender of all the 
defenses of the country? Do you expect the govern- 
ment to dismiss the army and break up the navy or use 
it only for peaceful purposes? I know that question 
will be put, and it should be put, and I therefore desire 
to answer it as simply as possible. I do not demand or 
expect anything of the kind. To make such a demand 
in the world of politics to-day would be quixotic and 
absurd. Every government in power, especially a popu- 
lar and representative government like ours, is put into 
power by a nation that firmly believes that its strength 
lies in armaments, and it demands of its government that 
it should prepare for war. It believes that peace is secured 
by preparation for war. As long as the country demands 
of its government that kind of policy, obviously no gov- 
ernment will ever be returned prepared to carry out an- 
other kind of policy. It would be quixotic and absurd even 
to suggest that the ministers of the king should act upon 
the principles which I have been describing without the 
mandate of the nation. All the government can do under 
present conditions is to turn a deaf ear to the shrieks of 
wild men, as Lord Charles Beresford calls them, and to re- 
fuse to be influenced by the spirit of panic, and to go its own 
way upon the best advice it can obtain in carrying out 
the policy which the country demands. You can expect 
nothing more from a government which is returned to 
power by a people in the present temper of our own coun- 
try. And I do not see myself how any government so re- 
turned and expected to act in this way can refuse to build 
the ships, even though they beggar you. The government 
will go on laying burdens upon your back until your back 
breaks. It is what the Scripture says : You take the 
sword and you perish. I do not see how the govern- 
ment in the future can resist the irresistible demand of 
modern Europe, which says that the only way to have an 
army is to have conscription. On the present principle 
the government, whatever its party color, will be pushed 
inevitably towards that conclusion. 

What I say again, with the Bible open before me, is, the 
burden is becoming intolerable, the method is useless. And 
after all our preparations we may be involved in ruin and 
confusion by the alliances which we have made, and by the 
futile defenses that we have put before the enemy. And I 
say that, as it is becoming intolerable, a remedy must be 
found, the world must find it or perish — a method of na- 
tional defense which does not involve the world in this 
perpetual uneasiness, and in this unsparing waste of power. 
I say the only remedy is the remedy to which I have re- 
ferred to-night. The only way is to recover faith in God, 
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in the living God, who is the Father of all the nations 
and God of all the earth ; to recover faith in Him, and to 
learn how to apply the eternal principles of Jesus Christ, 
which are the revealed truth of God, to the relations 
between nation and nation as well as the relation between 
man and man. It is the only way. You say the govern- 
ment will not listen and the nation will not listen. It is 
quite possible. The nation did not listen to Isaiah in 
this very protest, and the nation perished. You say 
England will not open her heart to this teaching of 
Christ. Quite possible. Then another nation will take our 
place, and be the next great step in the progress of the 
world . Slowly and bitterly man learns the lessons through 
suffering and rejects the obvious truth, preferring to 
perish in his error. But it is our duty as Christians, and, 
above all, it is the duty of the ambassador of Christ, to 
assert that truth, to make it plain that it is a truth, and to 
show that until the truth is acknowledged peace can 
never come to the world. I have no doubt myself that 
it is the truth of God, and that untiljwe dare to act upon 
it the world will be full of war and rumors of war: 
men will waste each other's strength in fruitless opposition 
and resistance, and the garment will be rolled in blood. 
Until the world will listen to the wisdom of Jesus 
it must suffer and perish, for the Lord does not change, 
and as long as we harden our hearts and turn a deaf 
ear to the mind and counsels of salvation, we must live 
our miserable life of confusion and bitterness. There is 
but one truth. It was prophesied long ago that the 
day of peace must dawn when the nations shall beat their 
spears into sickles. The day must come when the truth 
will be understood and the nations will war no more, and 
the vast material of battles and trained strength of men 
will be devoted not to fighting nor even to this imaginary 
defense, but to the glorious task of promoting the well- 
being of mankind and to the tender ministry ot the strong 
to the weak, of the great and progressive nation to the 
frail and helpless. The Spirit of Christ shall conquer the 
world. And in the great day, when the victory is won 
and Christ reigns, there will be some comfort to those — 
however weak we seem to-day — who dared to believe it, 
when all the world believed that the only defense of na- 
tions was in sinking battleships and maintaining a vast 
array of armaments and men. 



Correspondence. 

Letter from Airs. May Wright Sewall. 

Gbeenacbe Fabm, Aiken, S. C, Feb. 12, 1910. 

To the Editor of The Advocate op Peace : 

I have just read with deep interest the article in your 
February issue entitled "Women in the Peace Move- 
ment," and feel moved to supply a few additional facts, 
which I hope you may think it worth while to print in 
your next issue. 

The International Peace Union was one of the earliest 
members of the National Council of Women of the 
United States, which, being organized in 1888, at its 
first annual executive session, held in 1889, passed by 
unanimous vote a strong resolution in behalf of peace 
propaganda, and from that time has had this subject on 
its program. It was the National Council which, at its 
annual executive session at Nashville, adopted the peace 



flag, and by unanimous vote sent a message to the 
World's Christian Temperance Union, then in session 
at Montreal, asking it also to adopt the peace flag, and 
with it a resolution submitting the adoption of the flag 
and the opinions which it symbolized to all of its affili- 
ated National Women's Christian Temperance Unions. 
This it did. I have the telegram sent to our Council by 
Frances E. Willard thanking the Council for the propo- 
sition, and the letter from her a week later discussing 
with enthusiasm and vision the results likely to flow from 
this action. 

Beginning on May 18, 1900, there were within the next 
five years held under Council auspices over one thousand 
demonstration meetings in support of the Hague Confer- 
ence, and committees, aggregating a membership of over 
five hundred names, were formed within the affiliated 
branches of the Council, who in their respective commu- 
nities took charge of such demonstrations. 

In 1897 the National Council of Women also adopted 
" The Seven Rules of Harmony " and a manual of exer- 
cises in peace for use in schools. This manual was 
based on and expounded those principles of justice that, 
applied in any of the relations of life, must result in 
peace. It also included exercises showing how the 
principle of arbitration was equally adapted to the 
family, the school, business, society and the mutual 
relations of nations. As far as the very limited means 
at the disposal of the committee charged with the 
promulgation of the Rules of Harmony and the exercises 
in social peace would permit, a work in schools and col- 
leges was begun, that now, under the direction of the 
American School Peace League, with stronger financial 
backing, may become universal and effective. 

May I add a word regarding German women workers 
for peace. The idea of the universal demonstration by 
women annually on May 18th for the promotion of peace 
originated, I believe, in the mind of Frau Margarethe 
Leonora Selenka of Munich, who at her own expense, 
through a voluminous correspondence and not a little 
printing, spread a knowledge of this particular form of 
peace propaganda throughout the world. Frau Lina 
Morgen stern, who, on December 6, died at the age of 
eighty years, one of Germany's most indefatigable workers 
in social reform movements, was an ardent supporter of 
arbitration and an eloquent advocate of peace. Up to 
the time of her death she had, since its organization, rep- 
resented Germany in the Peace Committee of the Inter- 
national Council of Women. 

By this mail I am directing that Volume I of a report 
on the International Council just printed shall be sent 
you. In it you will find by what means the Council is 
seeking to promote that form of internationalism which 
alone will secure permanent peace among the nations. 

The organization of the Council is based on that prin- 
ciple which alone can secure justice from nation to nation ; 
the principle which, ignoring the material distinctions of 
territorial extent and numerical strength, insists on the 
peership of nations. 

In the counsels of the International, Holland and Great 
Britain, Switzerland and Germany, Denmark and the 
United States, and all other nations sit as equals, with 
the same number of votes on every question. Any other 
basis is unjust. Where size and population determine the 
voting power, the principle that " might makes right " 



